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Supporting biomedical research into ME/CFS and Long COVID

52 speakers and chairs – 10 countries

54 scientific posters – 9 countries

273 participants on site – 17 countries 

6,000+ participants online – 55 countries
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52 speakers and chairs – 10 countries

54 scientific posters – 9 countries

273 participants on-site – 17 countries 

6.000+ participants – 55 countries

Supporting biomedical research into ME/CFS and Long COVID

13-15 million SARS-COV2 infections in 2025 (Germany)

1.4 million patients – Long COVID and ME/CFS

€ 64 billion societal cost per year (€318 bn 2000-2025)

Networking & 
exchange
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Long COVID and ME/CFS prevalence is sustained at a high level – driven by ongoing 
SARS-COV2 infections

Declared "end of the pandemic"

As of Dec. 2025

757,000 Long COVID 

657,000 ME/CFS

over 1.4 million affected
≈ 1,7 % of population

https://mecfs-research.org/en/costreport/
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Long COVID and ME/CFS – an enormous “hidden” burden for patients and society

€31.6 billion Long COVID

€32.8 billion ME/CFS

€64.4 billion in costs per year    
= 1.44% of GDP (Gross Domestic Product)

https://mecfs-research.org/en/costreport/
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52 speakers and chairs – 10 countries

54 scientific posters – 9 countries

273 participants on-site – 17 countries 

6.000+ participants – 55 countries

SARS-COV2 waves continuing, 13-15 million infections

1.4 million patients – Long COVID or ME/CFS

€ 64 billion societal cost per year (€318 bn 2000-2025)

Supporting biomedical research into ME/CFS and Long COVID

33 proposals from many German universities

focus: disease mechanisms, biomarkers, treatment

at least € 2 million funding, to start July-Sept

Networking & 
exchange

Facts & 
resources


